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Zawadi*
 

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF CONNECTION UBUNTU 

FEBRUARY 2025 – VOLUME 64 
 Zawadi is the Swahili word for “The Gift” 

 

Ubuntu: “I am what I am because of who we all are.” 

Connection Ubuntu closed out our tenth year in business with some amazing statistics from 
our computer labs. This graph shows how many students have been served for the years 
2017 through 2024. We left out our early years of 2014 through 2016 because we were just 
getting started and did not have the detailed information as we do now. We require our 
computer labs to have at least 50% of students be female. We’re so proud of our computer 
lab partners for the work they have done! Check out how many students have been taught: 

Our statistics 
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In December 2024, 19 students (8 girls and 11 boys from Code With Kids proudly represented Kenya in Shanghai. 
They competed in Four categories; the youngest was 6 years old, and the oldest was 21 years old. 
Competing in categories like Space Traveling and Galactic Defense Battle, they made history with their incredible 
achievements, including multiple medals, such as the Team Spirit and Problem Solver awards. Renice Owino,  
Founder and Director of Code with Kids, joined the AI Education Forum as a distinguished panelist, leading  
discussions on making STEM education more accessible and inclusive for all. 
 
“Participating in the ENJOY AI Finals was a dream come true. It taught us the power of perseverance and  
innovation,” said Remnicx, one of our talented learners.  
 
Renice shares these words, “We were also honored with the Best Organization Award, a testament to the  
dedication and passion of our learners, educators, and supporters! The Microsoft Surface laptops received from  
Connection Ubuntu have been really instrumental in this journey. The students were able to have laptops to use 
and had no worries; they were powerful enough to hold the Whalesbot software that was being used.  To our 
learners and supporters: Thank you for believing in our mission and helping us make history.” 

AI Education Forum (Renice is 4th from the right) 

Students with their awards 

Renice accepting their award 

Students with passports 

The younger Code with Kids students 

Happy students with their medals 

https://codewithkids.africa/?fbclid=IwY2xjawIQ7pRleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHWkRAyb5JrCsYVB1BrR3isc5a3jLjK3cEpOsvgrOrf1xPCyVG79kQR6YUw_aem_jBUPR6BOKMrdw5eu9_sw_Q
https://www.facebook.com/codewithkids
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NEW LABS GET THEIR COMPUTERS! 
Our shipment of computers from September reached Kenya on Christmas day, 2024. After being cleared through 
customs, most of them have been picked up at our shipper’s warehouse in Nairobi and are now in the hands of 
our new lab partners. Some already have students in attendance. We can’t wait until they all have students 
learning technology! 

 
Located in the Mathare Slum, in Nairobi, 
Kenya, Center for Sports and Growth (CSG) 
also works in the neighboring Eastleigh 
area and is among the organizations linking sports and movement games with social improvement, Refugee Inte-
gration with host communities, and numerous other community development activities. We’re excited for their 
students and for their partnership. 

Located in Ruiru, Kenya, Gizzim is 
a network of photographers 
working with under-resourced 
young people to offer photog-
raphy skills while combining the 
digital application to equip  
students. They will teach photog-
raphy editing to students as well 
as computer skills. They look for-
ward to empowering their bene-
ficiaries! We look forward to 
their students getting great jobs 
using both photography and 
computer skills. 

https://www.facebook.com/centerforsportsandgrowth
https://gizzim.org/
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NEW LABS GET THEIR COMPUTERS (cont’d)! 

This computer lab is a collaboration between 
a local church, PCEA Kiangai, and Ahadi Zetu, 
a USA-based nonprofit whose founder, Wanja 
Ogongi, grew up in this community. They are 
located in Kiangai, Kenya. Their goal with the 
computer center is to empower both youth 
and adult learners with essential computer 
skills. They understand that in this increasing-
ly connected world, digital literacy is a  
necessity. They will provide a safe space for 
students to learn skills and connect with the 
world and hope to open doors to higher  
education, employment and personal growth. 
Additionally, Ahadi Zetu would like to use the 
center to provide a variety of life skills and 
mental health workshops virtually to young 
adults and community members, if possible, 
by partnering with schools of social work and 
clinicians in the USA.  

Located in Kikuyu Town, Kenya, Roy Ndung’u Foundation works mostly with young women and mothers who 

form a majority of the caregivers of people with disabilities and progressive conditions. These mothers and 

women often can’t go to a working job because of the costs of hiring a full-time care-giver. The digital skills 

gained through training using the computers from the lab will allow these women to learn skills they can use 

to generate income even without being employed.  

https://www.ahadizetu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100087654093279
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WE WOULD LOVE YOU TO FOLLOW US AND SHARE OUR SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS 

 
 
 

Your used working equipment is priceless to our partners in Africa. Donate your  
Laptop/Chromebook/tablet/smartphone/keyboard/mouse, etc. (as long it is working 
and uses Windows 7 OS OR Apple 2013 or newer OS) and you’ll be  
changing many lives. Once received, we’ll wipe all data, if needed, add an 
Operating System (OS), test the equipment and clean it. If you would like 
to help us by donating equipment, send us a message… your donation is 
tax deductible… and keeps equipment out of our landfills! 

We would love to have your support on a 
monthly basis… Click the button on the 
right… there are several donation options 
to choose from… and Goodworld makes 
it easy to navigate our page. Thank you! 

GET YOUR GIFTS ALL YEAR LONG! 

Gifts That Give 

Hope (GTGH) has 

an online store all 

year long now! 

Grab those birthday and anniversary gifts right here. This is a 

great way to shop for those folks who have what they need. 

DONATE YOUR USED TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT! 

https://www.facebook.com/ConnectionUbuntu
https://www.instagram.com/connection_ubuntu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/connection-ubuntu/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9r7kVvDl8vY4RNNpb_FPFA
https://www.connectionubuntu.org/contact-us
https://app.cheerfulgiving.com/p/monthly-donations
https://gifts-that-give-hope-lancaster.square.site/shop/connection-ubuntu/236?page=1&limit=30&sort_by=category_order&sort_order=asc
https://www.google.com/maps/@-10.8562472,-1.4984223,4z/data=!4m6!1m2!10m1!1e1!11m2!2s2XHmIwoqC-sccbuMRSg0V4rJUeKqcg!3e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTEyNC4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D

