
Be Well. 

We hope and pray that you 
and your loved ones are 

remaining safe and well during 
this time.  

We at CU are so grateful for 
our families and friends, our 

partners, donors and 
supporters. 

* 

Connection Ubuntu provides computer labs to students and entrepreneurs in Africa.  
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* Zawadi is 

the Swahili 

word for 

“The Gift” 
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Remember nonprofits like CU count 
on your support more than luck: 

https://www.connectionubuntu.org/donate  

The Amazing Acacia 
Acacia trees are without a doubt the most iconic trees in Africa 
(besides baobabs, a close runner-up). This picturesque tree is 
inextricably linked with vast African savannas and epitomizes the 
seeming exotic-ness of the continent. 

But how much do you really know about the acacia? 

 There are over 1,300 species of acacia worldwide, primarily in 
Australia and Africa. 
 

 They are an essential part of the food chain. Acacias provide 
food and habitats for a variety of animals, from hoofed 
mammals and birds to countless species of insects. 
 

 Acacia senegal, found in Sudan and the northern Sahara, is the 
main source of gum arabic, which has been used for over 2,000 
years in paints and watercolors. The substance is also used in 
candy, medicines, calico printing, dyeing, and in the making of 
silk, paper, and cosmetics. 
 

 They protect themselves. The African acacia is self-protecting 
in many ways. First, most species have long, sharp thorns, 
which prevent (most) animals from eating their leaves. 
Second, sometimes stinging ants live inside hollowed-out 
thorns, which provides another 
disincentive for predators. And 
furthermore, the trees create 
poisonous chemicals when they 
detect an “assault.” Not only can 
these chemicals be fatal to 
animals, but the trees “warn” 
nearby acacias to start making 
their own poison.           
                            Continued on page 3 

https://www.connectionubuntu.org/donate
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The SlumCode and Daraja 

computers have finally 

landed at the Homeland 

254 warehouse in Nairo-

bi!!!! Finally!! 

 

Albert has gotten his 

pickup call so I'm assuming 

that Daniel has as well... I 

texted him to check in. 

EGD computers left port 

on 9/27! Praying they 

aren't held in customs so 

SPOTLIGHT 
Jiunge Computer Lab  
EGD, Western Kenya 

The reporting period mainly gives an overview of the initial set up activities for 

our computer lab following a successful shipment of five computers donated to us 

by Connection Ubuntu. Thank you the UBUNTU family.   
 

We did receive our consignment on  10th January 2020 

upon which we embarked on setup activities to kick 

start our empowerment program targeting young 

women girls and boys on computer basic skills. The Lab 

set up took some time owing to a  number of 

challenges caused by our host landlord who transferred 

our initial location to a somewhat inaccessible room for 

the majority of our targeted students most of who are 

persons with disability.  
 

Lucky enough we managed to overcome this challenge 

by end  of February, 2020 by setting up our Lab at 

Luanda market sparking off an enrollment exercise 

where 18  students (15 females and 3males) expressed 

interest and have been engaged for training on basic 

computer skills.  
 

Currently we are engaging with our students  on a 

frequent basis based on a simple computer skills training curriculum.  The Lab setup 

has also eased our office desk work to a large extend in that now we do not have to 

get to the cybercafé for other computer related services. We prepare and store our 

project documents in a most convenient manner. The Lab setup in itself is a great 

encouragement and source of light at the end of the tunnel  to our organization as 

we engage with partner organizations oversees. 

“Jiunge”  
Swahili word simply meaning “join” 
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Slumcode’s  
Green Project 

THE IDEA 

The Slumcode Green Project hopes to impact 

and inspire a culture of community engagement 

with nature. 

THE PROJECT 

Each donation helps setup an awesome flower garden, supports a young person with a weekly 

stipend and finally helps sustain Slumcode Hub programs. 

THE IMPACT 

For $20 a month, our Sponsors will get one flower, (with option to do 2/4/6 etc), receive monthly 

progress updates, have your names/photos/country attached neatly on the flower vases, get a 

chance to mentor the Young Green Ambassadors every 3 months via Online and finally receive 

thank you cards every end of year from their mentees. 

OUTCOMES 

 Green Hub Ambassadors. 

 Cleaner beautiful Environment. 

 Trained Youth supporting safer communities. 

 A network of nature loving Friends of Slumcode. 

 Improved services to hub users for self development. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

Official launch: World Environment Day 

on June 5, 2020  

Send your donations via  

https://www.givingway.com/project/

bacc7e  

How it works: When the leaves begin to fill with poison, they 
release ethylene gas, which drifts out of their pores and toward 
other acacias (within 50 yards). In 
response, the nearby trees begin to 
manufacture poison themselves. 

 They can ‘whistle’. “Whistling” 
acacias (Acacia drepanolobium) are so 

named because thorns which no longer house ants make a whistling sound 
when the wind blows over the entrance hole. 

 The umbrella-dome shape of most African acacias is an evolutionary 
adaptation that enables the trees to capture the maximum amount of 
sunlight, with the smallest of leaves. 

 Acacia erioloba can grow up to grow up to 18 m tall and live up to 200 years. 
The tap root can grow up to 60 m, allowing it to access deep ground water 
sources and live in extremely dry climates. 

https://afktravel.com/93224/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-african-acacia-trees/11/ 

THE AMAZING ACACIA (continued from page 1) 

https://www.givingway.com/project/bacc7e
https://www.givingway.com/project/bacc7e


VISION STATEMENT 
 Connection Ubuntu believes that the 

world is a global community where all 

members have the right and freedom to 

be active and valuable participants 

when given the technological tools and 

knowledge needed for successful global 

community engagement and local 

community self-sufficiency. 

Ubuntu: “I am what I am because of 
who we all are.” 

Replace Your Single-Use Plastics 

Don’t’ forget to find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ConnectionUbuntu/  
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In August 2017, Kenya banned 
plastic bags. 

 
Tens of millions of plastic bags were handed 

out in supermarkets every year in Kenya. 

They polluted the environment and clogged 
up drainage systems contributing to floods 

in rainy seasons. 

A study supported by the National 
Environmental Management Agency (Nema) 

found that more than 50% of cattle near 
urban areas were found to have plastic bags 

in their stomachs. 

So after years of promising to take action, 
the government made the manufacturing, 

sale and distribution of plastic carrier bags 
illegal.  

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-49421885  

 

We know that single-use plastics end up in our 

stomachs too.  

How do you recycle, upcycle, or find 

alternatives? 

Visit https://www.dw.com/en/visiting-kenya-a-year-into-its-plastic-bag-ban/a-45254144  

Connection Ubuntu’s president, Vicki Poole, shares some 
of her favorite alternatives... What are yours? 
 

“we love them!”  

 https://www.blueland.com/collections/starter-set   
(Foaming bath soap and multi-surface cleaner, etc. ) 

 https://us.whogivesacrap.org/ and https://
reelpaper.com/  
(toilet paper) 

 https://byhumankind.com/collections/get-started#refills  
- I also use Etsy for bath/body bars...  

 https://bitetoothpastebits.com/  
We also use Dr. Harry's toothpaste purchased on 
Smile.Amazon...  

 https://www.misfitsmarket.com/  

 https://earthhero.com/product-category/sustainable-
essentials/  Can be a one-stop shop if preferred. They do have 
some plastic products so I watch out for that. 

 

 


