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THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF CONNECTION UBUNTU 

JUNE 2022 – VOLUME 32 
* Zawadi is the Swahili word for “The Gift” 

HELP US CELEBRATE NEW GRADUATES FROM G-BIACK! 

 

 

Samuel Nderitu, the director at G-BIACK, shares these words about their graduates:  

“It was pomp and color when these young women graduated from the Girls Empowerment Program (GEP), the course at G-
BIACK that normally takes 18 months to accomplish. But these girls who joined in the year 2020 had disruptions due to the Covid 
19 pandemic that caused it to take longer for their course to finish. Self-reliance is our goal for GEP graduates, and we can now  
report that G-BIACK has empowered this team of young women who are ready to go back to their communities with the ability 
to change their own lives and the lives of others. 
 
They have been taught how to create their own employment and generate income independently instead of having to seek for 
and depend on employment by others. The GEP program training to the young women to learn sustainable farming methods and 
become knowledgeable about solutions to related issues of food sovereignty, health, and poverty. In addition they learn many 
other job creation skills including sewing and tailoring, cooking, baking, textiles, basketry and bead work, and computer literacy. 
 
We have seen that once empowered, a woman adds empowerment to her community. Since the inception of the GEP program, 
G-BIACK has trained over 500 young women from different parts of Kenya who are now self-reliant and engaged in positive  
activities within their communities.” 
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COMPUTERS HAVE SHIPPED TO 

THREE OF THE  

NEWLY-APPROVED  

COMPUTER LABS! 

Last month we shared that we approved eight new computer labs… and with the help of our partners, EVAPCO, 
Inc. (shipping to South Africa), and Homeland 254 Logistics (shipping to Kenya), we have computers on their way to 
Siyafunda Community Technology Center, in Katlehong, South Africa, Joyland Prime Academy, in Mombasa, Kenya, 
and Lakehub Academy, in Kisumu, Kenya. Siyafunda Community Technology Center teaches robotics, web and 
graphic design and coding. Once a student graduates from their program they are highly skilled for employment. 
Siyafunda CTC will also offer their classes to graduates from Advanced College, our other partner in South Africa. 
Joyland Prime Academy focuses on young primary and secondary level students. They will provide general technol-
ogy skills, giving their students an “edge” over most students in their area. Lakehub Academy teaches coding to 
high school and post high school students. They offer internships as well. We have a few other labs in their area 
and we hope some of the students take advantage of the skills Lakehub offers. All of these great new partners 
have vital parts to play for the education of African students and we are excited for them to get started!  

COMPUTERS HEADED TO SIYA-

FUNDA CTC. EVAPCO CRATES 

THEM FOR THEIR JOURNEY 

ACROSS THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. 

ONCE THEY ARRIVE AT THE 

EVAPCO WAREHOUSE IN SOUTH 

AFRICA, SIYAFUNDA WILL BE 

CALLED FOR PICKUP. A SPECIAL 

THANKS TO LINDSEY COOPER 

AND ANDRE VAN DER MERWE 

AT EVAPCO FOR HELPING US! 

COMPUTERS HEADED TO JOY-

LAND PRIME ACADEMY AND 

LAKEHUB ACADEMY. WE THANK 

KEVIN, FROM HOMELAND 254 

LOGISTICS FOR HIS TEAM’S CARE 

OF OUR BOXES, FROM THE NY/NJ 

PORT ALL THE WAY TO MOMBA-

SA, KENYA, AND THEN ON TO 

NAIROBI, KENYA. WE ARE TRULY 

BLESSED TO HAVE YOU AS OUR 

SHIPPER AND SUPPORTER. 

https://www.siyafundactc.org.za/?fbclid=IwAR371OIqrQ8WKyfBFF6kkeYzlQkU0GLqYPpg8KtyqmASar6X-mZGrc24nSU
https://www.facebook.com/joylandpa0
https://academy.lakehub.co.ke/
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STATISTICS WE’RE PROUD OF! 

We have learned many things over the past seven years, beginning with the importance of documentation of the 
work our computer lab partners are doing. When Connection Ubuntu began, our focus was starting labs in rural  
Africa. While that remains our focus, we also knew we needed a way to keep track of the wonderful work these labs 
were doing, especially the number of lives they were changing. So we decided, in 2018, to require quarterly reports 
from our partners. We receive reports every 3 months that include testimonials, photos, and most important, how 
many students they’ve taught and how many are female. We are so proud of their commitment and the work they 
do. The numbers below show just how important your donations are to us as well. Without computers, the lives of 
these students would be very different. Thank you so much for your support.  

Being able to converse with the people you meet in their own language goes a long 
way towards bridging the cultural gap. Our Kenyan friends and partners love when 
we learn some Swahili words or take the time to learn how to speak it, and they love 
to teach us! For me, it’s come in handy especially when there’s an issue in a public 
place (airport/restaurant, etc)… even one or two words of Swahili can bridge the lan-
guage barrier. With a few of the right phrases, you'll find that people are friendlier 
and more helpful everywhere you go. Below are some of the most important words 
and phrases. If you want to explore more, check out this link. 

• Hello: jambo 

• How are you?: habari gani 

• Fine (response): nzuri 

• Goodbye: kwa heri 

• Goodnight: lala salama 

• Yes: ndiyo 

• No: hapana 

• Thank you: asante 

• Thank you very much: asante sana 

• Please: tafadhali 

• OK: sawa 

• Excuse me: samahani 

• You're welcome: karibu 

• What is your name?: jina lako nani? 

• My name is: jina langu ni Mark 

• Toilet/ bathroom: choo 

• Now: sasa 

• Later: baadaye 

• I'd like: nataka 

• Food: chakula 

• Water: maji 

• Soda: Soda 

• No worries: Hakuna matata 

https://www.tripsavvy.com/swahili-or-kiswahili-for-travelers-1454482


VISION STATEMENT    

Connection Ubuntu believes that the 

world is a global community where all 

members have the right and freedom 

to be active and valuable participants 

when given the technological tools 

and knowledge needed for successful 

global community engagement and 

local community self-sufficiency. 

Ubuntu: “I am what I am because of 
who we all are.” 
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CONNECTION UBUNTU’S SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES: 
WE WOULD LOVE YOU TO “FOLLOW” US. PLEASE SHARE WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY! 

 

 
Your used working equipment is priceless to our partners in Africa. Donate your laptop/desktop/
smartphone/keyboard/mouse, etc. (as long it is working and uses Windows 7 OS OR 
Apple 2013 or newer OS) and you’ll be changing many lives. Once received, we’ll 
wipe all data, if needed, add an Operating System (OS), test the equipment and clean 
it. If you would like to help us by donating equipment, send us a message… your 
donation is tax deductible… and this keeps it out of our landfills… it’s a win-win! 

We would love to have your sup-
port on a monthly basis… Click the button on 
the right… there are several donation options 

to choose from… and Goodworld makes it easy 
to navigate our page. Thank you! 

Ever have the cash register attendant at a 

local merchant ask if you would like to 

round up your purchase total to the near-

est dollar to benefit a nonprofit? You can 

set a weekly cap to automatically turn off 

roundups after a specific amount if you 

like. Donations are 100% tax-deductible to 

donors. Get started rounding up here for 

Connection Ubuntu! 

https://www.instagram.com/connection_ubuntu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/connection-ubuntu/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9r7kVvDl8vY4RNNpb_FPFA
https://www.facebook.com/ConnectionUbuntu
https://www.connectionubuntu.org/contact-us
https://app.cheerfulgiving.com/p/monthly-donations
https://app.cheerfulgiving.com/p/connection-ubuntu
https://app.cheerfulgiving.com/p/connection-ubuntu

